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Original Marathi Poem — Dr. Sangita Barve
English Translation — Pranjali Barve

| Wish To
Become...

I wish to become

A leaf lush green

and In that colour

I would submerge myself in ...

I wish to become

A flower pinky red

and I will rest myself

On that green leafy bed...

I wish to become

A huge tall tree
Where everyone feels
Peaceful and free ...

I wish to become

Crystal clear water

and Climbing down the mountains
I will rejoice With my river
daughter ...

I wish to become

Dark grey cloud

and Watering with my hands
I will make the world

Green & proud...
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1 Aishinuge

ag was a bright, cheerful Seven-
Rg ar-old boy who lived in a small
city called Bori. His family included
his loving parents and a plaf ul ¢ unger
sister. Rag studied in the 2nd standard at

the nearby government school and alwag
topped his class. His

intelligence and
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curiosity made him the favorite student of all
his teachers.

Proud of his achievements, Rag ’'s
parents provided him with every hing he
neededa— nd sometimes even gave in to
his little whims and stubborn requests. He
was a good child in every wag— xcept for
one habit.

Rag had a tendency to waste water.

He would leave the tap running while
brushing his teeth, use too much water while
bathing, and splash around for fun without a
second thought. His parents often reminded
him not to waste water, gently explaining
that it was a precious resource.
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“Rag ,” his father said one day, “every
drop of water matters. People and animals
depend on it to survive.”

His mother echoed the same message:
“There is only a limited amount of clean,
drinkable water in the world. We must use it
wisely, my son.”

They tried to teach him through stories,
examples, and kind words. But nothing
seemed to work. Rag ’s habit continued, and
his parents grew increasingly concerned.

Then came the school holidag after
Raya’s final exams. To celebrate, the family
decided to visit their native village, located
about 100 kilometers from Bori. Excited,
they packed their bags and set off early the
next morning in their family car.

As they drove through the countrgi de,
Rag saw a line of women walking with
pots on their heads to fetch water. A few
kilometers later, they passed a hand pump
where many women stood in a long queue,
waiting for their turn. Further along, they
came across a dried-up lake with dead fish
scattered across its cracked surface.

Rag. watched every hing closely. His
father made sure he noticed it all.

When they finally arrived at the village,
Rag 's grandparents welcomed them with
warm hugs and smiles. After washing up
and settling in, the family learned something

surprising: in this village, water was supplied
to homes only once every five days due to
severe shortages.

Later that evening, as they sat under
the stars, Rag ’s father gently brought up
the topic again.

“Ragl ,” he said, “remember the women
walking miles just to collect a pot of water?
Or the dead fish in the dried-up lake? That’s
what happens when water is wasted.”

His grandfather added wisely, “Water is
life, my child. We must respect it, cherish it,
and never take it for granted.”

Rag sat quietly, thinking deeply. The
images from the journey, the words of his
parents, and the situation in the village
stirred something in his heart. For the first
time, he truly understood.

That night, he made a quiet promise to
himself and to his family he would never
waste water again. From now on, he would
use only as much as needed and encourage
others to do the same.

His parents and grandparents beamed
with pride and smile. Rag 's small but
powerful decision had brought great joy to
his family.

And so, from that day onward, Rag
became not just a brilliant studentb- ut a
¢ ung guardian of water, too.
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Funny PUZZIC Ghanshyam Deshmukh

Spot and circle six differences between the two pictures.

Count and colour
the different shapes.
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