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*  Chitrarekha Jadhav
— —— - --_/ =

Oh balloon, don't feel shy 2

Play with me and enjoy
Touch my eyes and touch my nose.
As I click, you take a nice pose

Dance on my shoulder and dance on my hand
Now we shall shake our hands

Jump on my ears and head

Now we are good friends,

Let’s Play hide and seek on my back and neck
I will give you a cake.

Run on my stomach and let us fly.

We both will jump and touch the skies

Just wait I will show you some magic
How Fingers and toes can play some tricks.

Contact : 9421170695
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her study table and then went to the
washroom to get fresh. While washing her feet,
she heard her mother's voice,

“Gulab, hurry up. Come to the kitchen. I am
roasting groundnuts. Hurry up.”

Gulab washed her hands and feet. Changed
her school uniform. Hanged it on her clothes
stand and went to her mother in the kitchen.

“How was your day Gulab? What did you
learn today in the school?”

This was a daily routine, followed by Gulab
and her mother. After returning from school,
Gulab and her mother would talk about each
other’s day. Gulab always talked enthusiastically
about her teacher, friends and what she learnt in
school.

Today also, there was something new for

qulab came from school. She put her bag on

) mother fo tell.




Gulab told mother, “Aai, today
our teacher taught us about climate
change. Teacher showed us some
pictures of a crowd of people,
metropolitan cities, factories, forest
that we cut for roads and industrial
purposes. We felt a little uneasy to
see all those pictures.”

Mother asked, “Then, what did
your teacher tell you further ?” 5

Gulab replied, “Teacher told us
that all the pictures indicated the |
reasons of climate change. Then she
explained how they all affect our
climate.”

In the mean time groundnuts §
were ready. Mother put them in two ®&
dishes. Added some jaggery in both
plates.

““Aai, teacher has given us homework.. We
have to discuss with elders in the family on the
topic, 'How climate change affects farmlands and
in what ways?”

At the same time, Gulab’s grandfather

returned from the farm. He got fresh, and then
called out for Gulab.

As mother heard his voice, she asked Gulab,
“Why not you ask aappa regarding this? He can
explain you better. Take these plates for both of
you.”

Gulab smiled happily, “I was thinking same
about talking to Aappa.”

Gulab took the plates and came to the drawing
room. Aappawas waiting for her.

She sat near him. He patted her head with
love. She offered a plate to him. They both started
eating groundnuts.

Gulab told aappa how her teacher explained
reasons of climate change in the class.

She told her grandfather about the topic
given by her teacher as homework. Gulab was
quite sure that her Aappa would guide her
properly.

Gulab asked him, “Aappa, do the changes in
climate and environment affect agriculture? Can
you explain how these changes occur?”’

Grandfather smiled, he took a handful of
groundnuts and said,

“Yes Gulab, changes in climate affect our
farming severely. I will tell you how this
happens. But tell me first, do u know reasons of
our changing climate?”

“Yes Aappa.” and then Gulab repeated the

reasons her teacher had told in the classroom.
Aappa patted her again, ““You are a clever girl
Gulab. You got it clearly. Growing population,
rapid urbanization, vast use of construction
material like cement, industrialization, vehicle
growth pollutes our mother nature. For our need,
we cut down forests. It affects rain directly. You
know, in India most of the farming depends on
monsoon rain water. Due to changes in arriving
time of the rain, schedule of planting crops mess
up. Since two-three decades, I have been
observing that rain timings and the amount also
has changed. So we farmers are afraid of growing
crops which are totally depend on rain.
Sometimes , when crops need, it rains irregularly.
Sometimes the downpour be for the harvest
spoils the crop. Due to insufficient rain, the level

of well water decreases.”

“Ohh!”, Gulab exclaimed. She was listening
to Aappasilently.

“Gulab, do you remember, about Dinu uncle?
How frustrated he was last October? Because of
Unseasonal rain, his orange crop was destroyed.”

“Yes Aappa. Dinu uncle was so disheartened
at that time.”

At the same time, mother came from the
kitchen.

She asked Gulab, “Did you get sufficient
information related to your homework?”

“Yes Aai. Now I can complete it in a good
way.”

Gulab sat on her table. Took out her
homework copy and started jotting, ‘Effects of

climate change on the farm...’
Contact : 9850731984
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