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"Umashankar Devadhe
ot A

She...

By proving her mettle

Conquers the cliff of the Everest
Navigates the submarine into the sea
Each time you sideline her

And Triumphantly,

She rises to the occasion

She...

By breaking all the barriers

plays multiple roles

Justifies each part with equal zeal
And tenaciously

She encounters everything with a
strong will

She...

By exploring all territories
Flutters her flag very high
Crosses all boundaries

Each time you discriminate her
And vigorously

She bounces back to storm out.
She...

deserves to be admired

honoured and acknowledged
deserves to be encouraged

She deserves to be in the pages of
history.

She...

(A Tribute to all those women who multitask
to run their families)

Contact : 9823541160
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Sonu wrinkled his nose as he opened a

tap in the school's toilet. It was
running dry. The toilet was stinking pretty
badly. He closed the tap and took the last
few drops of water left in his bottle to
clean his hands. ‘Gosh! No water to drink
till I reach home...” Sonu frowned. He felt
thirsty.

As he walked home, he noticed a few
birds drinking from a big bowl of water
kept outside a shop under a shady tree.
‘Lucky birds! They must be relishing the
water in this scorching heat...” As Sonu
felt the sweat roll down his cheeks, he
suddenly realized how precious water is!

‘What if one day we have no water at
all?” The thought disturbed Sonu. He
recalled his mother persuading him every
day to close the tap water while brushing
his teeth, to stop the bucket from
overflowing during bath and at times even
instructing their house-help to use less
water while cleaning utensils or washing
clothes. She was very particular about
using water judiciously as was his father.
He was a farmer who knew the value of
water to grow his crops. He had a
sugarcane farm on the outskirts of the
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town that needed a lot of water.

Sonu now felt thirstier. He wanted to
buy bottled water from the shop. But he
finally decided to have it only after
reaching home as his house wasn’t far
from the school.

On his way home through a basti,
Sonu saw many people queued up at a
common hand-pump to collect water in
their buckets and utensils. This was a
regular sight otherwise. But that day a few
ladies who were fighting with each other
to get more water caught Sonu’s attention.
He remembered having read the news a



few days back... ‘A water parched village
under drought threat...” The village was in
a hilly area where wells had dried up due
to drought. Women had to travel two to
three kilometres daily to collect water.
Even children suffered as they had to miss
school to help their parents. ‘Huh! War for
water... Fortunately, the situation here is
not that grim...” With these thoughts
playing on his mind, Sonu reached home.

Sonu changed his clothes and went to
the bathroom to wash his hands and feet.
When he opened the tap, he was shaken.

‘No water?’ Sonu’s heart skipped a
beat. He desperately turned to ask his
mother only to find her waiting outside.

“Maa, is there a water problem at
home?”

“Yes, dear! I keep on telling you not to
waste water. Now you see we are facing a
water crisis.” Maa said with a straight
face.

“This isn’t funny.” Sonu pleaded. Maa
now laughed at Sonu’s fallen face. Sonu
was confused.

“Our water-tank outside the house has
a small leakage. Not sure since when. But
as soon as we realized that it is leaking,
your Baba immediately called a plumber

to fix it today itself. Maybe there will be
no tap-water for the whole day. But I have
filled the tank water into buckets while the
tank was getting emptied by the plumber.
You can use it. But make sure, you use it
carefully, dear.” Maa pointed to the
buckets kept in the corner of the bathroom.

Sonu cleaned himself and came out.
Maa gave him a glass of water that he
hurriedly gulped it down. He felt satiated
after along drink.

“Maa, I had read a quote somewhere —
When the well is dry, we know the worth
of water. I experienced that today in
school and for a moment even at home just
now. The thought of having no water is so
scary!”

“That is why we all must realize that if
we do not want to face a water crisis in
future, we need to be water ‘aware’
today.”

“Absolutely! To keep the green, we
must save the ‘blue...’

Contact : 95271 96800
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